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Introduction

The American Association of Veterinary State Boards (AAVSB®) designed this VTNE
Candidate Information Handbook to be the primary resource for those applying to

take the Veterinary Technician National Examination (VTNE®). This handbook
contains essential information regarding eligibility requirements, application
procedures and fees, appointment scheduling, examination content, and guidelines
related to the examination. The AAVSB expects candidates to carefully read and
understand all the topics covered in this handbook. Candidates may also consult
the AAVSB website for additional information about the VTNE.

About the AAVSB

The AAVSB is a 501(c)(3), nonprofit corporation dedicated to its overall objective and mission
which is the primary source for comprehensive information that strategically strengthens the
Veterinary Regulatory community.

The VTNE is one of the AAVSB’s major programs. The AAVSB owns the examination and oversees
its administration and development.

About the VTNE

Purpose

Designed and used to evaluate entry-level Veterinary Technicians’ competency to practice and be
credentialed, the VTNE is routinely updated reviewed and re-evaluated by subject matter experts.
With the AAVSB’s commitment to examination development, the VTNE remains a valid tool and
useful in the evaluation of candidates for credentialing. Many jurisdictions (state/province)
require a passing score on the VTNE as one criterion for credentialing.

The VTNE program has three main objectives:

1.Provide examination services to assist the jurisdictional (state/province) regulatory boards in
their mission of protecting the public by ensuring applicants demonstrate a specific level of
knowledge and skills before entering the profession as practitioners.

2.Contribute to the development of an improved relationship between knowledge and
professional practice.

3.Provide a common standard for the evaluation of candidates that is comparable across
jurisdictions.
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Development
The VTNE is a multiple-choice examination prepared under a contractual agreement between the
AAVSB and PSI. The AAVSB annually develops and validates the VTNE. The VTNE Committee,
under guidance provided by the AAVSB and PSI, ensures that the VTNE reflects current practice in
the field of Veterinary Technology.

The VTNE Committee is comprised of representatives from:

e Association of Veterinary Technician Educators (AVTE)
AVMA Committee on Veterinary Technician Education and Activities (CVTEA)
National Association of Veterinary Technicians of America (NAVTA)
Registered Veterinary Technologists and Technicians of Canada (RVTTC)
e \eterinarians and Veterinary Technicians in private practice and education

Questions for the VTNE are written by Veterinarians and Veterinary Technicians who represent all
aspects of the profession, including Educators, Practitioners, Members of Specialty Boards, and
the National Practice Associations. Experts review and validate each newly written question for
content relevance, importance, difficulty, and correctness. Then, psychometricians and editors
review and validate these questions to ensure conformity to psychometric principles and rules of
grammar and style.

Once a question is accepted following this validation process, it is placed into a computerized
item banking system. The questions for potential use on the VTNE are selected by the computer
per the practice-based examination blueprint test specifications . The VTNE
Committee reviews each item the computer-generated test could select, making changes and
substitutions as necessary.
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Content
The 3-hour (180-minute) VTNE consists of 150 multiple-choice operational questions and 20

multiple-choice pilot questions derived from the test specifications. The candidate’s score on the
VTNE is based on the candidate’s responses to 150 operational questions; the remaining 20 pilot
guestions embedded in the test are not counted toward the candidate’s score and will be used in
constructing future examinations. In the examination, the pilot questions are not marked any
differently from the operational questions; thus, candidates cannot distinguish a pilot question
from an operational question.

The VTNE examination covers:
e 10 Primary Areas of Responsibility (Domains)
e 55 Task Area Statements
* 50 Knowledge Area Statements

The Veterinary Technology Domains of Practice are the major areas of responsibility deemed
essential for an entry-level Veterinary Technician. The Task Area Statements are specific goal-
directed actions undertaken by an entry-level veterinary technician within a particular veterinary
technology domain of practice. The Knowledge Area Statements are obtained from a job analysis
study completed by the AAVSB and its exam vendor every 5 years. They consist of knowledge
used across the seven domains of Veterinary Technician practice. Review the VTNE Content
Outline that lists the veterinary technology practice domains and task and knowledge area
statements starting on page 33.
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The Application Process

Veterinary Technician Regulation in the United States and Canada
There are currently 48 states and provinces that regulate Veterinary Technicians. State and
provincial law dictates the scope of practice and license requirements. The AAVSB approves VTNE
eligibility based on the requirements of the jurisdiction the candidate’s score is sent to. Because
of the wide variance of regulation between jurisdictions, it is important you understand your

jurisdiction’s requirements for licensure.

The AAVSB does not license, certify, or register Veterinary Technicians. The information
provided in this handbook is for the examination process only. To apply for a credential,
candidates should contact the state or provincial agency in the jurisdiction where they are
planning to become licensed.

Fees

You must pay the VTNE application fee of $375 when you complete your application. If you need
to retake the exam, you must reapply and pay the exam fee again. If you have passed the VTNE,
you cannot take it again unless it’s required by your state regulatory board.

All fees must be paid by card or with a pre-paid VTNE voucher code. Fees are evaluated annually
by the AAVSB Board of Directors and are subject to change.

You may change your selected examination window once for a $90 administrative fee, per
application. After the one-time window transfer, you will not be able to move your exam again
and will need to reapply and pay the full exam fee for additional attempts. Window transfer
requests must be submitted to vettech@aavsb.org either 48 hours before your scheduled exam
appointment or before the end of the window if you have not yet scheduled your exam.

The application fee and any administration fees charged to change the exam window are
nonrefundable.
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Eligibility Pathways

There are three pathways you may complete to be eligible for the exam; not all jurisdictions

accept all pathways.
1.AVMA-CVTEA and CVMA Accredited Program Graduate (recognized by all jurisdictions)
2.0n-the-Job Trained (select jurisdictions)
3.Alternate Pathway (select jurisdictions)

Three Eligibility Pathways

On-the-Job
Trained

AVMA-CVTEA and
CVMA Accredited

Alternate Pathway

Program Graduate

The AAVSB will determine your eligibility based on your jurisdiction’s requirements. If you become
licensed in a jurisdiction using the On-the-Job trained or Alternate Pathway, please understand
there will be limitations on where you may transfer your license.

On-the-Job Trained Alternate

(0JT) Candidates

AVMA-CVTEA and CVMA

Accredited Graduates Pathway

* Includes graduates of
an AVMA-CVTEA and
CVMA Accredited
Programs.

e Thisisan accepted
pathway of licensure
in alljurisdictions.

The VTNE Application Process

* Includes candidates
who are applying for
licensure only with
work experience.

e Thisisonly avalid
pathway for licensure
in Montana,
Wisconsin, Alaska,
and Utah.

¢ Includes graduates of

a non-AVMA-CVTEA
and CVMA Accredited
Veterinary Technician
Programs.

Includes OAVT and
ATSAQ accredited
programs.

May include a work
experience
componentin
addition to the
educational
requirement.
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Pathway Requirements

AVMA-CVTEA and CVMA-Accredited Graduates
Candidates who graduated from an AVMA-CVTEA and CVMA accredited Veterinary Technician

programs may apply to take the VTNE through the following methods, depending on their
graduation date:

Taking the VTNE in Your

Graduating before 2025

Graduating after 2025

Last Semester

e Atranscriptis * Your Program * Some programs may
required to verify Director will validate permit candidates to
your education. your eligibility by take the VTNE in the

e The AAVSB must uploading a roster last semester of their
receive your directly to the AAVSB. education. Ask your
transcript directly e You may not take the school if they are
from your school to exam until you are on participating in pre-
vettech@aavsb.org. an uploaded roster. graduation testing.

Sending Your Transcripts
Transcripts are required for candidates who graduated from their program before 2025. The
AAVSB must receive your transcript for you to complete your application.

For those who graduate after 2025, you have the option to send your transcript to be kept on file
with the AAVSB’s Veterinary Information Verifying Agency (VIVA). To do so, an official copy

must still be sent directly from the school to vettech@aavsb.org. This is helpful should you need
to use the AAVSB’s VAULT services in the future to assist with a license transfer.

On-the-Job Trained (0JT) Candidates
OJT candidates will set up a MyAAVSB portal as part of the VTNE application; this portal will be
used for uploading the required documents.
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On-the-Job Trained Candidates

You must fill out an OJT form Download the form you need Upload completed forms to

depending on your through the AAVSB website. your AAVSB portal. Staff will

jurisdiction. » Your Supervising » verify the information, and
Veterinarian will need to sign you will be able to complete
as well. your application.

Limited Transferability

Taking the VTNE using the OJT pathway will limit the jurisdictions you may work in once you
obtain licensure. Ensure you are familiar with your jurisdiction’s requirements and understand
you may have to take the VTNE again using a different pathway should you attempt to transfer
your licensure to another jurisdiction that does not recognize OJT.

Alternate Pathway Candidates

Applicants applying using an Alternate Pathway for licensure (non-OJT and non-AVMA-CVTEA and
non-CVMA accredited graduates) must submit transcripts to the AAVSB for education verification.
If your jurisdiction requires a work experience component, you also need to upload a work
verification form to your MyAAVSB portal.

Alternate pathways vary widely by jurisdiction. To view your jurisdiction’s alternate pathway
requirements, please visit your regulatory board’s website.

How To Apply & Eligibility Review

To apply for the VTNE, candidates must meet all eligibility requirements for their jurisdiction,
apply online, and pay the exam fee. Candidates who are not eligible for the exam will not be able
to complete their application.

The VTNE has an open application; candidates may begin their VTNE application at any time.
Candidates who begin their application but are not yet eligible or have not had their documents
reviewed by AAVSB staff will meet a stopping point during the application, preventing them from
moving forward until their exam eligibility has been reviewed. At this time or before beginning the
application, candidates should ensure the AAVSB has received appropriate documentation for
their selected pathway.
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